Program Notes
We have taken the theme of today’s concert from David Brunner's Winter Changes.
Thes text was written by o GRbgraden, Emily Forsythe, who writes with matune
irsight and sensitivity. The flowing melodie line and beautiful aceompaniment
present a mood of inpocence and worder

Anggels We Have Heard On High is aowell-knean Freech caral For this arangeagnl.
the harmonization was borrowed in part from a Vienna Bow’s Choir recording and
froen the Pilgrim Hymnal [tis 2n excellent teaching psece for the developanent of
part-singing, which includes three types of harmony: parallel thirds, contrary

mtion antl counterpoinl.

Hashivenu is a melodsc and hauntingly beautiful lsrsell folk song Tre sound and
mearing of the text, from Lameptations V 21, is fundumental 1o the expressiveness
of the song.

Haskivewi, Adonai elecha Caise us to refurn Lovd, ta You

Fmaghura Avid e shall relurn

Chadesh Yaometwa kekedor Renew oiir days of old
Part of ohir Mission Statement is a3 follows: “The FCOC belteves noa only that all
people can sing, but that all people need to sing, and is committed to promoting
sirging throughout our cultne.” [naddition, the International Federation far Charal
Muzsic bas precluimed the second Sunday in Decomber to be "The Intematioeal Day of
Choral Singing.” Last year aver one million peogile arvand the wark] partscipated
Therefore, we now invite our sudience 1o join the choér on our fnake,

Jingle Bell Rock.

Jingle bell, Jingle bell, Jingle bell Rock,

Jingle bell swing and Jingle bells ring.

Snowin" and blowin' wp bushels of fun,
Naiw the jingle hop has begun.

Jingle bell, Jingle bell, Jingle bell Rock,
Jingle bells chime in jingle bell time.
Dancin' and prancin' in Jingle Bell Square,
In the frosty air.

What a bright me, it's the right tine
T rock the night away
Jingle bell ime is a swell line,

Th go glidin' in a one-horse sleigh.
Giddyap jingle horse pick up your feet,
Jingle around the clock.,

Mix and mingle in a jinglein' beal,
Thal's the Jingle bell Rock.

(2nd time - three times)
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Special Guest - David L. Brunner

David L. Brunper is one of today’s mast active and versatile conductors and
compesers. He 1s Prafessor of Music and Director of Choral Activities =t the
University of Centrad Florica ard well known for his work with sngers of all
ages, conducting throughout the United States and appearing internationally in
Canada, the UK, Avstralia, Japan and Europe

As an inspired teacher, he 35 also a popular elinician at choral festivals and
educational workshops throughout thiry-four U.S. states, Canada and Europe,
including the American Choral Directors Association, Musie Educators National
Conference and American Guild of Organists, the Assoczation of British Choral
[Hrectors and the Kodaly Societies of Canada and Australiz, the International
Cathedral Music Festival at Sabishbary und Cunterbury, the International Honer
Band aml Craoir Festival at the Hague and Brussels, and the Choral Musie
Experience International Institute for Choral Teacher Education in England,
Seotland and Wales,

Brunner is an imaginative composer who has received numerous ASCAP swards
and in 2000 joined o prestigious group of American composers when he was
named Raymond W. Brock Commissioned Composer by the American Choral
Directors Associution, The New York Tomes has noted him as o *prolifie choral
nriter whose name figures prominently on national repertory liszs™ his work
having bessi performed and reconded worldwide invennes such as Roval Festival
and Queen Elizabeth Halls (London), Canterbury Cathedral, Disney Concert
Hall (Los Angeles), EPCOT and Carnegie Hall, and at national conventions of
ACDA and the Fellowship of United Methodisis in Musie and Worship Arts. He
is published by Boossy & Hawkes, Ine., with nearly 100 compositiors in print
This year he conducts in Virginia, Florids, [linos, ard with the Spokane Choral
Progect in Washington, 2nd appears for 2 seventh time at Camegie Hall, conducting
& program of his works for ehorus and orchestra. In July he conducts an
Internulional Children's Choir at the Festival of the Megean in Syras, Greeoe.

In January he is Headliner Clinickan for the Michigan Music Educators
Associatson anil the Kentucky ACDA summer conference, a clinscian at the
Florida Music Educators Association, ar also conducts workshops and festivals
in Guorgia, Florida and Missouri, New works premiere in Misszsippd, South
Carolina, Californis, Washington, and Alberta, Canada, and Spinitual Misick,
the cogmmiss.on for a consortivm of thirteen ehairs premiens in California,
Hlinods, Louisians, Pennsylvania, New York. Ohio, Colorado, Connecticut, New
Jersey, Mirois, Canada and Sootkand
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The International Day of Choral Singing

The FCCC Board of Directors and Staff wish you all
the very best of this jovous season.
Thank you for attending our program
and please join us again!!

Special Guests
Jilian Saber - Percussion
Chisek Saber ~ Percussbon

FCCC Music Staff
Jomn Novess < Mussie Direetor & Foander, Chamber Singers Conduetor
Lisa Bettke - Chorale Conductor & Accompanist
Kevin Cotellese < Coneert Choir Conductar
Laucille Parkinson — Choras Conductor
Todd Simumons - Aceospanist

FCCC Administrative Staff
Jon Noyes < Music Director & Founder
Barbara Brauner — General Manager
Alicen Masi < Assistant Choir Manager

For audition and ticket information, please contact us ak:
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Fairfield County Children’s Choir

Jon Noyes, Music Director & Founder presents
16th Annual Winter Concert

Winter Changes

The Music of David Brunner

Sunday, December 12, 2010 3:00pm
The Klein Memorial Auditorium * Bridgeport, CT

Fairfield County Youth Choir

ASongtoEnd ADWar................ Chiiisddagan ks i David L. Brunner
Bridge Over Troubled Water .. ..o Paul Simon, arr, Shaw
Chorus
LT e O | Traclitiovsal, arr. BrownsenLantz
AlThyGiftsof Love .....ivieniiiiiiiiiiaaiiieaniinens David L. Brunner
JInglE BEIIS . .vvvvnrvirsrnnrnnarrrrssrrirnnriressrine James Pierpont
Chorale
73T P AR A R A e 0 TP - Pl 44 B P = S Nira Chen, arr. Rao
VOIVeL SHORS . .iivnnrnvcnriinrmensroaiisnessrnsennin Randall Thampson
Toueang TWO. aiaisis siicsenalifiiasmps sitaaslialoms sataaains David L. Brunner
Concert Choir
T Ba WO - tov o i s m o5 i Soimmios o 4 1o i i David L. Branner
ZolZain Shodem . o ..ouor i iiiiinaains Traditional, arr. Jacohsen
18's the Most Wanddeefia Tome of the Ve . .. ... ..., Eddie Poba/Grang: Wybe, are Mles
Chamber Singers
Spiritual Musick . ..oviiii i Dravisl L. Bronner
Ave Maria ........... G e A R ST AL AT Zoltan Kodaly
YoLe CantoTodoel Dig ......covvveiiininiivnniinniiiisd Davidd L. Brunner
Combined Choirs
AndieMusk . ... e e e e e PN Schubert
IR R 245 on avandve da 0o n A dee 6158 Jaseph Brackett, arr. Copland
IRt CRENEES - - - o5 dv cinm s s s B iriin & §aim s g i s Davwil L. Brunner
Angels We Have Heard ... .ooocovninisiiiiinniinnad French Carol, arr Noyes
IESERIVBRI0 & 1 s prmviviemys Eraiie ovvme s Fevvasion Ismeli Folk Song, arr. Rao
Jingle Bell Rock . ....ccvvvniniiiiciiiiiniiienaanns JJoe Beal/Jim Bootle
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Weleome to the Fairfield County Chikdreas Chodr's Sixteenth Annvual Winter

Coneert! Tedm's conoert features selections from the standard children's ehoir
repertodre, seasonal selections and our Compaser-ln-Residenes, Davild Brunner
Our program also includes sonse of the most striking srd beautiful texts we have
enver perfoemed, Thank you for joining us in this most musicy season of the yesr,

We apen the program with David Brunper condueting one of his own works,

A Sang To End All War | 2 peégnant ballad with specsil sgnificance for car pinsinl
workl. The texz by Bill Worredl mcludes & certain serce of frustration yet hopefulness at
the same Lime, I this season of peace and jov, perkops we all miy be inspired
brirg more comypession and urlerstanding to our wold,

The hit sorg Bridge Over Troubled Water by Panl Simon fisd & deep imgact on muny
Invess Written b 1960 znd redesisad in LT, it wan Song af the Year i sung by Ant
Garfunkel in 1971, Teduy we are performing 4 populsr Gospel armangement by Kirty Sho:

Toukay's conenyt features the debat of 2 new pame for the sesemble compeised of
our combined Coneert Choar and Chamber Singers. These two groups will perform
Logether nusnervas Hines this season, mcluding an exciting congoert al Fairlield
University’s Quick Center for the Arts in February. We hope you will agree that
the ‘Fairfield County Youth Choir’ is an improvement over the Concert Choir and
Chambes Singers of the Fairfield County Children's Chodr.

We recognize Hanukkuh with this eheerful purtner song srrargement of Sivon,
which features a bouney sceompaniment and hand claps during the repested
refrain. The troditionsl Hebrew folk song is combined with sn odgingl melody and
English words about delighting In the fun of spinning the dreidle.

Dryeudle spin, spin. spin,
Hannkkak is a good koliday

Commissioned for the 2005 Hillsborough County Fine Arts Festival in Tampa,
Florula, Al Thy Gifts of Love was inspined by u haliday curd inseription. The
simple melody expresses gratitinde for the gfes we are given desplte the adversity
that surrounds as This messuge of thanksgiving is nelevant of o time, but espe-
clally during the winter holkdays when we focus so closely on life's gifts.

Belienve it or not, Jingle Bells, one of the mest famous American winter songs,
wis originally written for Thanksgiving! The author and compeser was.James
Fierpont, who compesed the song in 1857 for chikiren celebrating his Bostan
Sumday School Thanksgiving, The sang was 30 popular that it was repested at
Christmas. The essence of 4 traditional winter is captured in the lyries of
Jingle Bells, ard the deseant by E- Challis adds a festive Mairt

Dodl Ll is in the stvle of a lively lsraell dance, with 2 text from the O Testament
{ Hebaew Bible ) book Song of Sokmon {Song of Songs 216, 56, 49, 4:16),
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Dodi liva'ani lo Mig beloved is mine and [ am his,
Hearoe Bushoshaninm,  The sheyhword gring kis fock avworg e tilies,
Mezod ola M Honeebar Wha is this who goes up froon the
Mkuleret Mor U0 vona Wildeeness pegfinmid with woygrel awed frankinams.
Libaxting Ackoti kala, ¥ have caplivated sy horst, iy chosen sistey and firide.
{r Tagfean Ueen T mieen, Arevke North Wend ard come Sonth Wind

Set 1o 3 poem by Elinar Wilie, Velvet Shoes., nhich palnts a seene of pesce and
tranquality. represents s prayerful metapbor, that the journey of life be akin to 2 walk
in the snow. The aceompaniment plays i plvatal role heee, lirst supgesting a gentle
irsareh through thee spow smd kater leiing us with deliberite ard exquisite slemes

The rhythms of Jack Prefutsky's wilty poem Towcans Two inspened this plinful,
jazzy setting by David Brunrer, "One toucan can't do what two toucans can do, (it's
very Iruie) Bl thires oe Bour Woosrs can do mueh mone Uin cven tao can do!”

The text of To Be Young. froe the poem One A a T¥me by Dandd MeCord, &5
exeeptional in sentiment and construction. TEspeaks of all that is embedied in
youth - a life that resonates with meaning and purpos2, ullness, enchaniment
wrld magic, The wistfulness of mature perspective, bowever, is preseol as well,

Zol Zain Sholem ( Let There Be Peace ), sing in Yaddisly, is a jovous call-ael-

response song that originsted in Eastern Europe. The refrsin consisss of vocables

that are typical of the fefediy (lively) Hassidic melodi. Tn ezch verse the soloist
calls out a key word which is then repeated by the chorus. Since the words and
tewehouly e so sicaple; the song lends dsell well W group participation.

“With kids jingle-belling, and evvrvane telling vou be of good cheer,' as Eddie Pola
wreld Gesorge Wale wrote back i 1963, It's the Most Wonderful Time of the Year
agam. Whether performed by Andy Willlams. Johnny Mathis or in a Staples
comimercial, this lilting meledy in trple o is suns o brighlen your spirts!

Spiritual Musiek (s = new piece by David Branner that wes commssioned hy an
international group of children’s choirs, ineluding the FOCC, for & special project
sponsored by Chonss Amerlea. It s an anguliar 2nd juenty setting of @ segment of
the text Bejoiee in the Lamb by Christopher Smart (1722-1771), Part religious
ard part alliterative peetry, David Branner deseribes the words as “quirky.
engaging and enigmalic”

Ave Maria, the most well kecom of the Maran pragers, is peimarily Tound as an
antiphon for the Fourth Sunday in Advent. although it bas other liturgicsl apphbeations
throughout the vear, both devotioal and pesstential, 10 s mspingd many comgesers
to write in their most sublime musical langusge. This setting is by the Hungarian
composer Eodtan Kodaly (18821967 ), # composer, ethinomusicologist, linguist,
educator and philosopher. Kodaly and his collesgues developed system of music
edueation that has had & profound inpact on the edueation amd cillure of many

peiple around the world. 5

@

Program Nofes

Ave Maria. gratia pleva Hail Mary full of grace

Dhognisis ey The Lowd s will thee

Benedicta tu in wulieribus Blezsed arl thow among worien
EY benedicius fructis Anal blessed is the fruit

Tentris tui, Jesis Of thy woueh, Jesits.

Sanela Maria, Mater Dvi Holy Marg, Molker of God

Ora pra niobis peceatoribits Pray for us sinners

Noewe of i fcvemy mortis nosdroe Noaw and al the hower of owr death.
Auiven, A,

Yo Le Canto Todo ¢l Dia is infused with infectious riothms and playful
melodies that dre hoth very challenging and greet o, The text includes the
wonderful message *1 sing to you all day long with affection and joy!” The
peee was compesed in the style of 2 Venezuelan folk song, from o cultare in
which rhythm and drumming are central. Embiodied in the accompaniment is
a stse of the dathin section {piano, biss and peroussion ) a1l in one,

¥t mie vay de corazan So o movieg with uiy keart

Y e voug com e faohor So 1w leaving wilh o drun
Yo le canla todo el dia 1 sing to gow all day long
Core caring y aleqria Wit affection and joy

Coi caying iy emocion, With qffection and emotion

Franz Schubert composed bis lied An die Musik (To Music) in March 1817 for
sl voice sund piard, with text from a posm by N Hend Franz von Scholier A
hymn to the art of music, it is ore of the best-knonm songs by Schubert.

Iwi Bl Bunsd, Jn seiivie! growen Stesden,  Thow forely ard, ey foy e cavenlaling

W asick des Letexz wildhr Wi seodroies pascer drires alf sar cares aioay
RKreis wwstrickt, Hast dn nein flerz T el vy vurd Mvrosagtossd my Difs abvralion
A warver Lieh' etensden, The wrrid repavces i thy ssngie sy

Jtost wich in evne fer IRl exdrivckl!

11 bed e Senfeer, deser Horf enffossen oo sounsded elf e forws of hirmsan

Ein s, keiliger Abbond vou dlir it thow are befter than all olse o me

Dy Hiruimel befirer Zevitew wvir erschlosssn,  Thow arf @ et of heauvin s richead treasire
I Bolde Kunst jek dowke div dafiic Thow bty ard, I aize wny Life o thee.

Simple Gifts, wriltes in 1845 b Exder Joseph Brackett in Alfred, Maine, is one of
over 12000 scags written by the Shakers, 4 religoes seet known foe vigorous woeshap,
whieh Nowrishe) during the: nineteenth centany, 10 wis o song loe deneing thal
extals the virtes of a simple life. In 1944 Aaron Copland usad the theme in the
hilles Appalachion Spring, commissioned b Martho Grahum In 1950 he so the
text in this arrangeraent fram OV Amencan Sougs.
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