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From the Music Director
Greetings! As we come to the final portion of our 2007 – 2008 season, we can look back on a
number of spectacular events and look forward to many more in the coming months.
In addition to the FCCC Winter & Broadway concerts, we experienced two of the most
exciting concerts in our thirteen year history: Carnegie Hall with Nick Page in November
and the U.S. Military Academy Band at West Point and the Klein in March. 

Upcoming programs include the Leukemia & Lymphoma Society of Fairfield County Benefit
on April 26 at 7:30 P.M. at Fairfield's Ludlowe Middle School, which will feature our Chorus
& Chorale. This is an opportunity not only to perform but also to participate in a wonderful
community service. Our Chamber Singers will perform on April 30 at the Fairfield Holocaust
Commemoration Service. This event is one of the most important programs in which our
choristers participate. The service features a Holocaust survivor as keynote speaker – an
opportunity to hear direct witness about a part of history that must never be forgotten. 

The FCCC Spring Concert with special guest Nick Page will take place on May 10 at 7:00
P.M. at the Klein Auditorium. This program will include a wide variety of selections, including
two premieres - one commissioned from the amazing Nick Page for this concert and the other
by FCCC chorister, Devin Morse. Another spectacular event will be a concert of gospel music
and spirituals performed by our Chamber Singers on May 31 at 7:30 P.M. at the United
Congregational Church in Bridgeport. This concert will be recorded live for inclusion on our
new compact disc. For those who would like to hear what other children's choirs are doing,
we will be hosting a concert of three children's choirs on Sunday, June 29 at 7:30 P.M. at the
United Congregational Church in Bridgeport. Joining the FCCC Chamber Singers will be the
Bel Canto Children's Chorus from Pennsylvania and the Boston City Singers.

Finally, we say goodbye and best of luck to our seniors. Charlotte Boyd, Carly DiMango,
Colleen Ellis, Anja Filan, Barbara Karpiel, Allie LaVista, Eleanor Logsdail, Marisa Mazzo,
Michael Thottam, Amy Varga and Christy Varga have been outstanding members of the FCCC
for many years. In addition, Barbara, Marisa, Amy & Christy recently received the FCCC
Choral Scholar Award, presented to choristers who have been members of the FCCC for the
maximum term of nine years! We will miss them very much!!

Jon Noyes
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Lt. Col. Timothy Holtan leads the audience at the Klein Auditorium in the singing of the National Anthem, accompanied by the
USMA Band and FCCC Chamber Singers. Photo by Bob Clair.
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FCCC
HighNotes

Award
Michael J. Varga

Following our recent concert with the U.S. Military
Academy Band from West Point, we received many letters
and comments, and we would like to share some of them
here. The first includes excerpts from a letter from the
Commander and Conductor of the Band to Music Director,
Jon Noyes. The second is from a local resident and new
fan of the FCCC to General Manager, Barbara Brauner.

Letters

Dear Jon:
Thank you for another successful collaboration between

the Fairfield County Children's Choir and the Academy Band.
In particular, thank you for facilitating the experience in
Bridgeport at the Klein. The hall was quite nice acoustically,
the audience very engaged and the hospitality shown by
your organization was first-rate.

I was particularly touched by the very positive attitude of
the choristers. There were always smiles, many expressions of
appreciation and tremendous music-making. Congratulations
to you, Lisa, Kevin and Lucille for giving your protégés an
incredible experience. Your program offers amazing
instruction and great opportunities for your singers, and I
know that eventually they will all understand how lucky
they are to be in such a world-class program.

Thanks again, Jon, for your personal efforts in pulling
this all together – the results were great. I wish you all the
best and look forward to our next collaboration in
December of 2009.

Sincerely,
Timothy Holtan
Lieutenant Colonel, U.S. Army

Dear Ms. Brauner,
I just discovered a treasure! I was part of the enthusiastic

audience at the Klein tonight and I just had to write this
note to you to share with Jon Noyes, the entire staff and,
especially the exceptionally talented children. I never
expected to find a "diamond" so close to home. It was
such a pleasure to enjoy the choir and the Military
Academy Band.

What a memorable evening. Your efforts are much
appreciated.

Sincerely,
Elliott Rubin
Trumbull, CT

The FCCC High Notes Award for 2008 is presented to
Michael J. Varga. Mike is presently the Band Director
at Fairfield Woods Middle School in Fairfield. He is a
graduate of Andrew Warde High School (Fairfield) and
Ithaca College who has been teaching music in the
Fairfield Public Schools for 38 years! During that time
he has touched the lives of thousands of students at the
elementary, junior high and high school levels. He is
also presently serving at President of the Music Parents
Association of the Fairfield Schools and Treasurer of
the American School Band Directors Association. 

Mike is also the parent of Amy and Christy, FCCC
choristers who have recently received the Choral
Scholar Award. He has been a gracious host to the FCCC,
opening up his music room to us for rehearsals for the
past twelve years. Our organization could not exist
without the support of wonderful friends like Mike. The
FCCC will be honored to have Michael J. Varga as our
guest at our Spring Concert in Bridgeport on May 10.

Many thanks to all those who donated their old FCCC uniforms. The photo above shows
them being worn by the St. Michael the Archangel Parish Choir in Bridgeport



Name: Michael Thottam Age: 17
School: Fairfield Ludlowe High School
Town: Fairfield
Favorite FCCC Song: "Fairest Lady"
In Your Own Words: My experience
with the Fairfield County Children’s
Choir has been indeterminably 
influential. With the choir I have been
spoiled with two performances
accompanied by the West Point
Military Academy Band and two opportunities to perform at
Carnegie Hall.  Before my first step on a college campus, I have
established musical achievements which some work for decades to
achieve. The choir gave me opportunities which were indispensable.
On a similarly professional level, the choir provided me with a
unique situation. From my first rehearsal I found a diverse set of
musicians. Some singers were so young it seemed as though they
were in the wrong rehearsal; while others were counting the days
until their Senior Prom. Since I joined FCCC as a high school
student watching the commitment and focus exerted by nine year
old musicians was moving and eye-opening. On a more personal
level, FCCC has been a bridge to some of my closest friends. The
sights, sounds and knowledge which I have amassed in my stint with
FCCC will remain with me beyond college. Any choir I join in the
future will be compared with my memories of the formidable,
sensational, and professional, Fairfield County Children’s Choir.

Name: Carly DiMango Age: 19
School: Joel Barlow High School
Town: Easton
Favorite FCCC Song: “When You
Believe” and “She Shall Have Music”
In Your Own Words: I have really
enjoyed my time with the FCCC.  My
family and I moved to Connecticut
from Long Island when I started high
school so I'm not a “veteran” like many of the other choristers.
But in the past three years, I’ve been fortunate to participate
in performances at some great places like Battel Chapel at Yale,
Norwalk Concert Hall, the Klein Auditorium, performing with West
Point Military Academy Band and of course, the best of all, Carnegie
Hall.  Mr. Noyes treats us like professionals and I think it shows.
All you have to do is listen to one of our CD's to hear how all our
hard work pays off.  Singing is such a beautiful way to express yourself.
The feeling you get up on stage with all your fellow choristers
singing around you is incredible!  I hope to be able to continue
singing next year at Sacred Heart University in one of their choirs.
And since I will not be far, I look forward to attending some of the
FCCC concerts.  Thanks FCCC!
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Name: Eleanor Logsdail Age: 18
School: Convent of the Sacred Heart 
Town: Stamford
Favorite FCCC Song: “Clear Water”
and “St. Louis Blues”
In Your Own Words: I remember the
feeling I got at my first FCCC rehearsal,
butterflies flitted in my stomach as I
was afraid that I would not be able to
sing at the level of the other members,
many of whom had such great musical
backgrounds.  Within minutes those feelings were melted away and
replaced with a new feeling: complete and utter amazement.  I had
grown up with music as a big part of my life but had never been
given an opportunity to be a part of a group that really taught you
what music really was, a refined and difficult art that must be
worked at, diligently, to be achieved.  I knew then that FCCC would
really change my whole outlook on music and turn it into some-
thing much more beautiful in my eyes because things one works
hard for always seem so much better than the things we are simply
given.  I knew that FCCC would challenge me to raise my knowl-
edge and performance of music to a much higher level and it has.

Now as the end of senior year of high school is coming to its close
I have come to understand just how great FCCC really is, and how
much of an important part of my life it has become.  Through the
concerts at West Point, Carnegie Hall, the tour to Canada, and the
many concerts I have participated in over the years I have been giving
immortal memories that will always drive me to work hard because
they have shown me the fruits of labor.  I have also been given the
opportunity to make many lasting friendships as well as be a part of
such a great program. 

I can sincerely say that I am going to miss FCCC next year. As I
look forward to college, I know that I will continue with music, but
I can only hope that it can stand up to the high expectations that
FCCC has given me.  I entered FCCC just looking to sing, and left
with more knowledge, memories, and love for music than I ever
conceived possible.

Name: Allie LaVista Age: 17
School: Fairfield Ludlowe High School
Town: Fairfield
Favorite FCCC Song: “Nigra Sum”
In Your Own Words: For the 8 years
I've been in choir, it has been great. I
made so many new friends, and will
always have them as well as the
memories during rehearsals,
performances, and trips. California,
Hawaii, Canada, England and Ireland were some of the best trips
I've ever been on. The music level is so high and I will definitely
miss it next year!
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FCCC Concert Calendar
(CS-Chamber Singers; CC-Concert Choir; CH-Chorale; Ch-Chorus)

2008

Apr 26 Leukemia & Lymphoma Society Benefit 7:30P.M. (CH/Ch)

Apr 30 Fairfield Holocaust Commemoration Service (CS)

May10 FCCC Spring Concert w/Nick Page 7:00P.M. Klein

May31 Gospel CD & Concert  7:30P.M. UCC Bridgeport (CS)

Jun 8 Torah Rededication Ceremony – Congregation Beth El (CS)

Jun 22 Summer Tour – Pennsylvania June 22-25 (CS)

Jun 29 Children’s Choir Exchange Concert 7:30P.M.
UCC Bridgeport (CS) 


